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between city-state and city-state were unhappily so frequent
and so bitter that the common unity of the Greek race as a whole
was often lost completely from sight; and in the end the country
was ruined by long-drawn internal strife. Such was the heavy
price which Greece was forced to pay for this division into small
political units—-the largest of which did not exceed the area of a
middle-sized English county. Yet the division was worth while;
for only on so small a scale could the experiment of self-govern-
ment have been attempted; and it produced, as we shall see, the
most astonishing results.
By the end of the seventh century b.c. there had been formed
many scores of such diminutive city-states not merely on the
Greek mainland itself, but on the Aegean Islands and along
the western coast of Asia Minor. Nor was this all; for the
growth of population induced many states to send out colonists;
and thus sprang up on the surrounding coasts of Sicily, Italy,
and elsewhere a further crop of similar communities, almost
completely independent of the mother-state who sent them out,
and governing themselves according to the selfsame methods
as they had known at home.
At first it was not all the inhabitants of a city-state who could
claim a share of political privilege. The conditions of life were
still mainly agricultural; many of the folk were little better than
serfs; and the larger landowners monopolized political power,
making the laws, delivering judgement on disputes, and deciding
the issues of peace and war. Self-government therefore meant
government by the wealthier class only. Oligarchy or the Rule
of the Few is the name given to such government; and at the
dose of the seventh century oligarchies were general among
the city-states of Greece.
Henceforward it will be well to concentrate our attention on
two of these states, Sparta and Athens. About these far more
is known; and the contrast between their political institutions
adds special point to their choice.

